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THE SPEAKABLE TURK
Bv Theodore Ar. Pockman

"No Nation Could Han Con-

ducted Warfare in a More

Clean-Handed Manner."

In a letter published in '"Tho I.ondon Times"
ebruary *^ a Britiah officer wrote from
iea:

"Imagine thia war! Some of our people
m a reconi in front of the

-. a number of Turks.
Tho latter were aa aa possible and
showod trVrrr the bl placet for poese anrl

helped to stall tl
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When tho Turks won- plunged into the war

by thi Bngliah Duaineia men of

fighting natantinople irnrnediately
'.. rh" Ki:..'. although on

amieable relationa with thc Turks. In one in-
one of theae Engllahmen, who was as-

to tho floor at the Dardanelles as in-
terprotor with tho rank of lieutenant. wa- sent

forward to Turklah officer advancing
under a flap of trueo.

Imagine the lieutenant'a aurpriae to find the
Turkish ofl of his respeeted friend«
of Conatantinople. The truce quickly ar-

ranged, thi for B few moments, and
whilo tho lieuti Tling to his lines
a stray shrapnel br him. The next

day a proi i nt reached
him from tho "unapeakable" Turk.
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At OM point in the Anzac region a Turkish
miper WUS giving the Knglish some trouble,
and an Irishman who was a good shart was

told off to deal with him. Ka>r he next few
minutes the two, at no great aiistance, took
turns in trying to aeeount for each other.

At last the Turk woumled the Irishman.
Then thOM who were watching the marks-
manship conta'st. saw tha' Turk creep eautiously
from his shelter, leavini. his rifle behind bim.
He craaied the space to his enemy and assistcd
him in binding up his wound from the emer¬

gency kit with which each British wldier il
supplieal. Then th<* two men shared a drink
of water and KHM smokes and the Turk crept
back to his trench.

Il ia a lamg, long way <"rom the Turk "">

authority" and entering into pacts with Ger-
nrany to the limple minded individual sitting

lagged in I a-off'-e house snTfoking a

narghileh, reclining by his "awaet nratera,"
making ktf or even tighting a war in the
trenches for a cau-e in which he himself is

to loso, no matter which side wins.

The Turkish government, withal, is vile.
American residents in Constantinople during
the COnflict have found the native newspapers
full of offieially inspireal articles designed to

stir up popular feeling against the Briti.sh
when the underlying sentiment has tended dan-

gerously against Germany's aspirations. One
preposterous news Ktory related in great de-

ail how, during the Turkish feast of Bairam,
the Trtrkish troops threw cigarettes over into
the Bfiti-h trenches, and how the British re-

taliatfld by throwing back smokes which woub!
:<" and lnjure the faces of the Moslem

troirps.
The writer reTncmbers the startling dis

patehes to the press in the Turkish capital
during the fir.-t Balkan war. In the week that
the Bulgariani puahad the Turks baek t,»

Tehataldja the total number of kilometres aai-
ranead i'y the Turks in the na*ws dispatches
would have placed the Turkish army some-

where in Scatulinavia.

Turkish Women Bring Tlowers

and Sweets to Wounded

Toemen in Hospilals.

"N'o nation could por-sibly ha\e conducted
warfare in a more abovoboard and clean-hand-
ed manner than the Turk?," -aid Norman Wil-
kinaon, the Bngliah artist, after a visit to Gel-
lipoli. "A thojsand pit.ies that the Turks
should have been guilty of such fiendish acts

as the Armenian mas*acre>; for had it not

been for this tho Turk would have emerged
from this trial with a character from whieh

tho stain of lust and cruelty had been effective-
ly removed."
The blot of wipinp out fuily one-'nalf of the

entire Armenian nation is indolible, but at the
HUBC time offlcial. The permitting such whole-

sale alaughter even to start is cause enough
for aboliahing oflicial Turkey once for all. The
tierce Kurds wanted no better chance than that
afforded them by the Turkish Government,

whieh ordered great batches of Armenians de-

ported to the places where they were most ex-

poeed to tho mountain tribes, for whom not a

soul ean hold any brief. When oflicial Turkey
opens jails that the mmat.es may escort villages
of Armeniana to unaettled country something
il very likely to happen. Evw the rank and
tile of the regular army, made up of simple,
pnmitive men who in their own communities
would ba law-aWding, eould not resist the

temptation of the unuaua! eireumstances whieh
put them in charge of aocorting ma_-ses of
women on lonp marehes. The Turkish private
will do anvahinp he is told by a superior.

Properly led. the Turk has many admirable
qualities. in peace ;vs well M in war. but. un-

fortunately, he very scl.lom ha.s been fortunate
in his leaders. Back in the early days of the
Crimean War tho Turks would aak thc British
Red Cross doctor'- .ia. after day: "When are

you Bngliah cominp to help u*° Your Ktiglish
offleera leaci ua; our officera drive us."

Lord Hoadloy paid a tribute to the Turk in
the London "Daily Graphic" of March 11. just
before the Allies' trade conference was held in
Paris. After declaring that Germany might

await the. decision with cor, idarable uneaai.
r,e -, hi added :

"I do not think thal our mialod *'A mi».
guided friends, the Turks. will have any Uagj
fears a* to the raauH <¦! ^. V(
have no r'uarrel with them. arn; thay Ytrt
never shown any malice or har, an^ j,ay),
behavcd well as warrior- in thi Md. Wha*..
we find cases of <*ruc!ty \[ m '.i^iplina,
irregulars of the bashiba/- .- type, r.eniit*.
from rriminals and OUrf ""''-intri.a.
"The Turk is a gooai fallow a ¦>.. \ maMg

these few remarks anent fhe 'Mit
is highly probab'e that at an early dat« the
position of Turkey in this war may underjo
considerable change, and in the near f ..jrttha
Bagdad line may not be in Gern
"The sole reason why tha- i -*ij al.

luded to as 'the sick man of K_* r-C i« thflia.
capacity and callou t^vtm
ernment. Offieial corup* ¦¦ -ifhtabafl
name on a peopb' who I "<cellent
citizens.kindly, good

It is a great surp has
not lived among tbe T.r',.- :, , tham
Jire-breathing savaj." - gua
for flowers. Few Aa like to be
caught dead with bia I '-".but
a single bioom wil! make a Wl . hap-
pier than a dozen packagf MiM
a Tommy who 1 1

Yi itor- to tha- h< ipita '.-iOp!*)
hava* iieen almost. awbbad wrvj.-}.,'
sola.'iers in their eagerness lo -ire th« wild
flowers brought in from I '

| B01-
porus. When the flower 1 thfl
inevitable cigarettes come

If no other incident could be cited to baniah
the aaljective "unspeakab'e" cotl MtiM with
the Turks, the following n U Ameri¬
can who serveal in a Turkish hospital would
suffice:
A young Australian of twenty, with a naaty

shrapnel wound in the th..- eth«
only Britisher placerl in a tal at

Beylerbey, on the Asiatic A Bo*-
porus. As the news of tl Fnglish-
speaking boy fHtered through thi
lage, the old hanOQIM thi -out-

,ii<l themselves in riaiting the Iad aad bearinjt
him flowers and sweets.

"Perhaps he has a mother in England who
is waiting for him," wa :" one

of them. So much nttantJOB I the

Australian that the other Ihl hos¬
pital took to groaning tr- - wheasvtf
visitors would enter, in the hope of attracting
part of the attention. Of -.ir motive
was evident, for th<* I lart
man in the world to give way to bil velings
under pain.
The Turkish aioctr.r in ehatrgo WM a .?ufllly

too kimi to the Iad, for in hil
move every fragment of the ihrapnel he kep'
opening the wound every
boy could stand it no longer a

He wa? burieai with full military honors,
and, after the Turkish euatOfla,
borne upon the shou'.aiers of a - fully
ti va* miles fr<,m Beylerbey to thi eeme¬

tery at Haidar Paoha. There, I <:.eath thf

cypresses that shelter the Engii-h '

in the Crimaan War.men whon
Nightingale CO ild MVB.¦ I Aus¬
tralian away. Thc Rev. H Fr?-
hsh pastor, beloved alike by tha- T.rks anrl
British. read the burial *er» :¦ >i had
a Christian funeral, with a ,-"mjM
lem troops as a guanl of honor.
The gray-haired Turk.

of the hundred stood at the fbol df thi grave
with tears running down his eheek -. 'I !o-t
a boy just like him at

' he
said.

WHEN AND WHAT IS A BASEBALL VETERAN?
/?.i (2t-n\si1n\,A ]?,,

THE day oi *ho mustached anrl be-
whiskered athlete in baseball
haa r for a number of

Bummer moona. In the present epoch
many players are rated aa haa-beena
and turned adrift aa being worn oul
veterana before they arr old enoujrh to
develop a lirst class crop of whiskera.
Duke Farrell, the veteran cateher, was

diacuaaing this ehange trom the old-
faahioned dynaaty of awat.

"In the "Id days." said the Duke.
"thirty nr thirty-five .Mar.-- ago, thc re-

cruita who broke into baaeball won*

from twenty-six to thirty years old.
They had to bc grown men. in the main.
before any club wanted them. Thcrc
were a few kida around twenty or

twenty-one, but they were exceptiona in
the big leaguea. We reparded playera
as youngaters then who to-day, at thc
same ape, would be called veterans or

has-beens. It strikes mo as t'unny to

hear beard less young men like Cobb.
Collina, Baker and others under thirty
referred to aa having passed their

primes. Why, Pop Anson batted .303
in the National I.eague through 112
games when hc was t'orty-threc ycars
old. And Cy Voung was still pitehing
wii.ning ball when he was forty-four.

"As a rule." eontinned the Duke, "if
a kid of twenty or twenty-one reported
to a club hc was sent back to gTOW up
and get six or seven years' experienee
before he was considercd ripe for fast

company. But if a ball player reported
with a luxuriant growth of whiskers the
odda were all in his favor, as he earried

uith him proof of his growth and ma-

turity."
But the call for speed has displaced

tho oldtime heavyweight and his bru.sh.
The drive of tha' modern game demands
youth.youth unencumhered by any
added weight around tho upper lip or

the face. The ball player of thirty-two
to-day is trying to look and act as if
he were nineteen or twenty. He knows
what the manager thinks of advancing
years. Hence the disappearance of
whiskers and such that won* at one time
a h'irsute sesamo into the portals of
play.


